Cardiff Castle
Standard Educational Visit (Without Education Centre)
Location
Your visit will cover all areas of the Grounds of Cardiff Castle and the equivalent of a “Castle” visit on our general
website, with the option to add a guided tour at no additional cost (domestic school groups only, visiting during termtime). You may add a standard visit to the Education Centre at no additional cost (subject to availability).
Description
A Standard Educational Visit (Without Education Centre Session) to the Castle Includes the Following:




“Castle Visits” are self-guided tours that are ideal for those who want pupils to get a flavour of the Castle
but who may have limited time. It also appeals to some groups with younger children and for certain special
needs groups. Groups will be able to visit a selection of rooms in their own time. Visitor Hosts (Guides) are
present in some of the rooms and an Animal Trail or Family Trail can be used to provide a trail around these
rooms. Please be aware that other groups and members of the public will be visiting the rooms at the same
time and that the rooms can get very busy on occasions.
“Guided Tours” are conducted by a Visitor Host who will show pupils a selection of the highly decorative
rooms in the Castle. This is the option we recommend for school groups as the Visitor Hosts have the
knowledge and experience to point out interesting features and facts about the rooms and cover the
background history, including giving information about the Bute family who owned Cardiff Castle from 17661947 and had such an impact on the Castle and city in the Victorian era. The advantage of the Guided Tour
is that your group alone will be in most of the rooms allowing pupils to focus on the information given.

Audio Guide of the Grounds
The audio guide can be collected from the Interpretation Centre (the modern building near the main entrance). Each
pupil can have a handset and key in the numbers on the information boards around the site to hear the commentary.
We have two versions of the audio guide:
 Children’s Audio Guide - available in Welsh and English. A narrator meets fictional characters from the
Castle’s past and talks to them about what they are doing in various locations around the site. For example, in
the Norman Keep, the narrator meets a medieval archer who tells of his skill as an archer, the night that Ifor
Bach stormed the Castle and the job of the Gong Farmer. These characters are further developed in the
Family Trail of the Grounds which are available to schools and are also on the Time Travellers section of our
website.
 Adult Audio Guide - available in Welsh and English and narrated by Huw Edwards (other languages
available). This gives an in-depth understanding of the site and its history. Pupils studying the Medieval
Period at KS3 will benefit from listening to the relevant sections of this guide.
Areas covered by the Audio Guide include:
 The Battlements
 The North Gate
 The Keep
 The House
 The Black Tower
 The Castle Green
 The Trebuchet
 The Wartime Shelters

Duration
A guided tour of the Castle lasts for approximately 50 minutes. A “Castle Visit” to the House can take between 15 &
25 minutes, or longer if detailed study is made.
Allow approximately 45 - 60 minutes to do the whole Audio Tour for children (longer for the adult tour). Groups may
wish to only listen to the parts of the tour that are relevant to their range of study.

Groups often spend roughly 3 hours here if a session in the Education Centre or educational workshop is not required
though visits can be shorter if required.
Key Learning Outcomes
Due to the wide range of year groups and subjects that may be studied by groups on a standard visit, please
contact the Education Officer, Elizabeth Stevens on 029 20 87 8110 or e-mail EStevens@cardiff.gov.uk or
education@cardiffcastle.com to discuss possible learning outcomes.

Main Links to the National Curriculum

 Foundation Phase (Wales)
o Knowledge and Understanding of the World
 Key Stage 1 (England)
o

Events beyond living memory

 Key Stage 2 (Wales)
o Daily life of people living in either the time of the Iron Age Celts or the Romans
o Daily life of people living either in the Age of the Princes or in the time of the Tudors or the time of the
o
o

Stuarts
Changes to people’s daily lives in the locality in the nineteenth century
The differences in people’s daily lives in two contrasting periods of the twentieth century

 Key Stage 2 (England)
o The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
o

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond
1066

 Key Stage 3 (Wales)
o How the coming of the Normans affected Wales and Britain between 1000 and 1500
 Key Stage 3 (England)
o The development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509

You are also welcome to visit Firing Line – the Museum of the Welsh Soldier in the basement of the Interpretation
Centre. Please note: Firing Line is independently managed and any activities offered are not a part of Cardiff Castle’s
Education Service. Visits may not be possible on certain days, or may incur an additional charge

We have a “Play” area in the Interpretation Centre with puppet theatre and costumes to try on. This can be found on
the first floor of the Interpretation Centre. You are welcome to use this. We would be very grateful if the items could be
placed back neatly after use.
We usually have birds of prey on site though can not always guarantee this.
For more information on Cardiff Castle’s selection of educational activities, for health & safety information and booking
details, please look at the educational pages of our website – www.cardiffcastle.com

